Q – What contact will I have with my student?
A – A photo and brief background will be provided when
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you sign up to sponsor a child. Students write to their
sponsors three or four times a year. To ensure delivery, the
letters are mailed in the U.S. after they are carried to the
states by friends of the program. Consequently, they may
not get to you for several months.

Q – Can I write to my student?
A – Yes, you can communicate by email. Send letters

written in Spanish to sltscholars@gmail.com. If they are
written in English, email them to letters.sltscholars@gmail.
com. Either way, the subject line must read,“Letter for
_____” and add your student’s full name where the blank
is.

Q – Can I visit my student?
A – Some information on San Lucas Toliman can be

found on the SLT Scholars’ website (www.SLTscholars.
org). If you are traveling to Guatemala and would like to
meet your student,
please contact
Dennis Evans at
least three weeks
in advance to
arrange a meeting.
Schools are closed
in November
and December
for vacation so
anyone wanting to
visit during those
months should
contact Dennis Evans in early October.

Q – Is there anyone I can contact locally for
additional information?

A

– Please see the back panel of this brochure for local
U.S. or British contacts. If none is listed, please contact
Dennis Evans at SLTScholars@gmail.com

On a typical high school graduation day in San Lucas
Toliman, the fireworks start in the pre-dawn hours
announcing that this is a special day for the graduates, their
families, and the community. The significance of this event
is hard to grasp for anyone who grew up where high school
was mandatory, but there is no mistaking the importance
to students for whom education beyond the sixth grade is a
privilege instead of a right.

Anyone wishing to sponsor a student
can also contact:
Dennis Evans, Program Director
SLTscholars@gmail.com
website: www.SLTscholars.org

*SAN LUCAS TOLIMAN
Education is a critical tool for escaping a life of poverty.
In rich nations it is free and taken for granted, but in
Guatemala schooling is only free through the sixth grade.
Unfortunately, the $250 a year cost for junior high is way
beyond the limit of what the
families whose income is
only a few dollars a day can
pay. And in the San Lucas
Toliman area, most Mayan
families live on only a few
dollars a day.
The SLT Scholars program
was started in 2001 to give
good students from poor
families the opportunity to
continue their education. The first year 97 children were
able to go on to seventh grade. Today over 850 are enrolled
in the program. About 2/3’s of those who finish junior high
go on to high school and a few of those go on to college, all
with the help of donated funds.
Read on to discover how you can provide a brighter,
healthier future for a child for 69 cents a day!

S P O N S O R S H I P I N F O R M AT I O N

Q – How do I sign up to sponsor a student?
A – You can do that on line at www.SLTscholars.org.

Information is listed under Scholarships, then How
to Sponsor. The simple 3-step process connects you
with Dennis Evans. Alternatively, you can initiate the
process through churches and other organizations
that work with the program. (See the back panel for
that information.)

Q - How did the SLT Scholars Program begin?
A - The program was started in 2001 by Dennis Evans.

He is a British educator who worked in schools in England
and in Guatemala in the Parish school environment. When
he realized there were many poor children in the San Lucas
Toliman area who could not afford to go on to junior high,
he started the SLT Scholars program with his own funds
and donations from friends.

Q – How are students selected?
A - Students wanting to become an SLT Scholar must be

doing well in their sixth grade class and be recommended
by their sixth grade teacher. Scholarships are only given to
students who could not go on to junior high or high school
without financial assistance.

Q – Do the scholarship students perform well
academically in junior high?

A

– The photo above of Dennis Evans, the Program
Director, lists one school’s honor students with the SLT
Scholars highlighted in yellow. They are not the majority
in the student body, but they are the majority on the honor
roll. They are motivated to succeed because they know an
education is their key to a better future.

Q – Is there a Program Administrator too?
A – Yes, Rita Chajil de Sicay, who has taught junior

high in San Lucas Toliman as well as been an Assistant
Administrator at one of the local junior high schools.

Q – Are these fees tax deductible in the U.S.?
A – Yes, the SLT Scholars Program is a 501(c)3

organization registered in Minnesota. In January
of each year you will receive an e-mailed donation
receipt for the previous year.

Q – Will I be notified when payment is due?
A – Yes, customized notifications are sent out in

September or early October of each year.

Q – When do I send my check?
A – Payments are due in October or early November

for the next school year.

Q – Where do I send my check?
A – SLT Scholars, 34 Hilltop Lane, St. Paul, MN

55116-2720. Please always include your e-mail
address and the name of your student(s) with your
check to facilitate our record keeping.

Q – How much of

my check goes
to the student’s
scholarship?

A

– 98 to 99%. The
Program Director and
Board of Directors are
all volunteer positions.
Our only paid position
is the Program
Administrator and
her salary is paid by
a private donation.
Our largest expense
is for stamps to mail
student’s letters to
their sponsors.

Q – What does my $250 check pay for?
A – Your check covers enrollment, tuition and some

related expenses like uniforms and a pair of shoes,
computing activities and school supplies. Parents are
required to pay a small amount of the related costs to
signify their interest in helping their child succeed.

Giving bright kids
from needy families
the chance to be in school

